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upheld by four slender Byzantine columns of marble. From
its domed roof nine hanging lamps are suspended above the
small decorated sarcophagus of marble in which lie the
relics of St. Catherine. One of the senior monks came in
with a bunch of keys and offered to display the relics. Candles
were first lighted upon the altar, and all the monks who
were present reverently removed their birettas as the archi-
mandrate unlocked the coffin. The space inside was crowded
with objects, but I was shown only two} both of them in
caskets of gold. As the first was opened, the monks crossed
themselves and I looked at a skeleton hand covered in rings.
Emeralds, rubies, and diamonds sparkled on the finger-bones.
The wrist had been padded with cotton-wool to enable it to
take a sparkling gold bracelet.

The next casket contained a skull whose smooth brown
dome was alone visible. Various precious gifts were attached
to it, notably a Victorian gold sovereign. There were other
relics of St. Catherine in the chest which I was told are never
shown. As the relics were replaced, the candles were
extinguished.

I was then asked to remove my shoes before entering the
Chapel of the Burning Bush, which lies behind the church,
I was tremendously interested in this tiny dark apse, for
there can surely be no doubt that it is the last relic of the church
which stood there before the Church of the Transfiguration
was built. It is on a slightly lower level than the later
church, and the masonry of the walls is hidden everywhere
by glazed tiles. In the centre is a windowless domed recess
in which a small altar stands, upheld by four thin marble
columns. Three lamps hang beneath the altar, above
a small silver plate which is said to mark the site of the
Burning Bush.

The monks told me that on a certain day once a year, a
ray of sunlight finds its way into this dark little church.
The surrounding mountains are so high that except on this
particular day, the Chapel of the Burning Bush is in almost
complete darkness.